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Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Tuesday, June 11th, the Wright Flyers held the 
regular monthly members meeting at the flying field in 
Montissippi Park. This was the first outdoor meeting 
of  the flying season. 
 The meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by 
president Garth Landefeld. There were four officers 
and five members present. The account of the 
gathering of club members at Kremer's Hobby shop 
in lieu of the May meeting was approved as published 
in the June club newsletter.
 Perry Dziuk gave a treasury report. Since last report 
there have been two deposits for a total of $160. 
Expenses paid were two bills for the portable toilet to 
Mini-Biffs for a total of $82.38, a payment for lawn 
mowing to Aqua Green for $117.57 and newsletter 
and wind sock expenses to Leo Davids totaling $77.45. 
Before issuing the check to Leo, the balance in the 
treasury was $5053.75
 So far this season, the field has been mowed two 
times and will be mowed for a third time before the 
upcoming club fun fly on Saturday June 15th.
 Garth has given fliers to post the club fun fly this 
Saturday in four hobby shops around the area. 
Merchandise donations for the fun fly have been made 
by Hobbico and Hobby Zone. Garth has devised four 
events for the fun fly and it will start at 10 AM with 
noon lunch provided by the club.
 Results of a survey that club members received last 
winter will be emailed to the members this week and 
club officers will review the suggestions and come up 
with an action plane based on the desires expressed by 

The next meeting is scheduled for 
7:00 PM on Tuesday, July 9th, 2013. It 

will be held at the Montissippi Flying Field.

the members in the survey.
 The meeting adjourned at 7:27 PM.

Upcoming Events
Blue Sky Fun Fly - The Paynesville RC Club is 
holding their annual 2-day non-competition event on 
July 13th & 14th at their club field in Paynesville. There 
is a $20 landing fee for pilots to fly and partake in their 
Saturday night dinner. AMA is required to fly. There is 
a flier for the event posted on their web site at 
www.paynesvillerc.com

WFRC Club Grill  & Fly - Our club will be holding a 
family and friends get together on Saturday July 20th at 
the Montissippi Field. Bring your own stuff for grilling 
and/or dish. The Park section has walking paths and 
playground for those who want activities other than 
flying.

Watts Over  Owatonna 2013 - The premier RC all 
electric flying event in the Midwest is being hosted by 
the Southern Minnesota Model Aircraft Club outside 
Owatonna on August 2-4th. Visit the web site for 
details www.wattsflyin.com

June WFRC Club Fun Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary
 On Saturday, June 15th, the WFRC club held an 
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open fun fly with contests scored for prizes for the 
four highest scoring pilots. The order of finish was 
John Kossieck first, Joel Dirnberger second, Jeff 
Pederson third and Ethan Fitch fourth. There were 
eight pilots registered, although two were scratched 
after mishaps early on. Tickets were sold for a raffle 
that included a Hobbico Tactic 6-ch radio won by Clair 
Madsen, a gallon of glow fuel won by Jeff Pederson 
and a foam airplane kit won by Ethan Fitch.
 In association with the lunch break, there was a 
short round of thunder, lightning and rain but the 
weather then cleared up nicely.
 As well as contest director and competition judge, 
Garth Landefeld along with his wife Kay, served up a 
lunch of grilled burgers and hot dogs. Thanks to 
Garth and his events committee for presenting the 
first program of  the club's summer season.

Beware the “Hun” in the Sun 
by Jim Tiller, jtiller@hotmail.com
 The phrase ‘Beware the Hun in the Sun’ dates back 
to World War I. Allied pilots used this idiom to 
remember to watch for enemy airplanes using the 
glaring sun to mask their diving attacks. It remains a 
standard combat tactic to this day.
 What does this have to do with safety? How often 
have you heard the dreaded, “I haven’t got it,” while 
standing in the pits or on the flightline. Although these 
are often mechanical or radio issues, sometimes they 
are not. We have all experienced the temporary loss of 
orientation in flight and with those new to the RC 
skies, it is more common than we’d like to think. Loss 
of control is one of the most common reasons cited 
in severe crashes. Therefore it  becomes a high-priority 
safety concern.
 Although we usually don’t have to worry about gun 
toting RC airplanes diving on us spitting bullets, the 
glaring sun can be a problem to even the most 
experienced RC pilots when our airplane flies across 
the orb of the sun. For those few  seconds and the 
time it takes for your eyes to recover, you have lost 
control of  your aircraft.
 What can we do to minimize the problem? First, 
given we aviate mostly for recreation; we can choose 
when and where we fly. We can choose to postpone 
flight until the sun is in a more favorable position or 
find a spot of sky that does not bring our line of sight 
across the sun.
 But at a contest or a fun-fly sometimes we don’t 
have a choice. Anything else we can do? On bright, 

sunny days, wear good-quality polarized sun glasses 
(they should also be ANSI-rated safety lenses as well—
see a previous safety column). Remember that even the 
best sunglasses will not protect your eyes from damage 
when looking directly at the sun, but they will help 
with the glare and minimize the time your airplane 
disappears in the sky. Combine glasses with a hat or 
cap with a bill. This gives you a built-in sun visor.
 But gizmos only go so far. What do you do when 
your airplane disappears in the sun? The simple answer 
is don’t panic, it will reappear again on the other side. 
Keep the sticks where they were and let the airplane 
do the flying. Try not to do anything frantic until you 
have reacquired the plane on the other side. This may 
sound like simple advice, but it is easy—especially for 
new pilots—to get disoriented.
 One of the most common problems is to mistake 
the orientation of the airplane as it reappears as a 
shadow. Once again, let it fly for a moment as you re-
establish your visual cues as to attitude and direction.
 If that fails, give a small stick movement to the left. 
If it turns left, it is going away from you, if it turns 
right, it is coming toward you. These small test 
movements will soon get you back to normal. This 
advice is also good for newbies when your airplane 
gets out there so far you can’t see it clearly anymore.
 Another problem encountered when you go through 
the sun is white spots that appear in your eyes from 
the sensory overload. These spots can be bad enough 
that you can’t see your airplane. In this case, remember 
the spots most often occur in the center of your 
vision, so re-establish contact using your peripheral 
vision.
 In this or any serious loss-of-control situation, 
immediately call out for help. As I began this 
discourse, the words “I haven’t got it” will certainly get 
the attention of those around you. Briefly explain your 
situation and have them help you return the plane to 
level flight. Even if you are an experienced pilot, hand 
over the transmitter if need be. Don’t be embarrassed 
or prideful. Safety should be your first concern. And it 
could also save one of  your expensive airplanes.
 Still, it might be fun to put on the leather flying 
helmet and the dark goggles that those vintage aviators 
wore in days of old. Throw in a silk scarf for good 
measure. It won’t do much for helping your vision on 
sunny days, but it will certainly make you noticed at the 
flying field.
Summer Events
 With summer coming, many of you are planning 
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your summer flying schedule.
 I encourage all of you to try to get to at least one 
out-of-town event. First, you get to make some new 
friends or reacquaint yourself with some old ones. You 
also get to see lots of beautiful airplanes. I always 
come away with some new ideas stolen from someone 
or something at an event. I enjoy seeing how other 
people mount or rig their systems. I am always 
impressed by the creativity I see in our hobby.
 But perhaps the best part is to expand you horizons. 
I have been part of the same club for about 15 years. 
There is a comfort that comes with that history. But it 
also makes you complacent. I know our safety rules 
and our flying styles and don’t even think much about 
it anymore. If you go to another club’s event, it forces 
you outside those familiar surroundings and makes you 
a better, safer flier.
 When you do go to an outside event, the safety rules 
are a two-way street. It is up to you as a participant to 
know the safety rules of the club field and abide by 
them. It is also incumbent on the hosting club to make 
sure that all the attendees all have the field rules and 
any particular event safety rules or any other issues of 
concerns.
 At any event, remember the best rule is the Golden 
Rule. It never fails.
 Happy summer flying.

Concentration and Focus: Yours (And 
Your Airplane’s) Best Friend
by Rob Mawer, Simi Valley Flyers, California
 Every time I do something dumb, I seem compelled 
to write about it. This article is about following the 
first rule of (full-scale) flying that I learned—before all 
other things, fly the airplane. Like all future FAA 
pilots, my instructor bombarded me with many things 
while I was flying such as:
 What is your heading? What is the wind direction? 
Your heading is 170°, for VFR, what altitude are you 
supposed to be at (odd or even +500)? If you had to 
put down, where would it be? (My instructor actually 
did that while secretly shutting off the fuel to my 
Cessna 152 simulating an inflight emergency while 
heading toward Agua Dulce).
 Those who have earned this certificate from the 
FAA know exactly where I’m coming from. Why did 
he have me do that? To get me used to the fact that 
there can be many distractions going on while you are 
flying such as collision avoidance, faulty instruments, 

Automated Ter mina l In for mat ion Ser v i ce 
transcriptions, passenger chatter in the cabin, and 
airport controller instructions. The point is, your 
primary job as pilot in command is to focus on flying 
the airplane above all else. Okay, so one might ask why 
the rambling preamble? Flying our models is no 
different than flying full-scale aircraft. The laws of 
gravity are the same and are just as unforgiving, 
especially when you lose focus.
 Case in point: One Sunday I was having a great day 
at our little electric field. The soccer season finished so 
we weren’t booted off the field at 8:30 a.m. The 
weather was cold, but not so cold that your fingers lost 
feeling and more importantly, there was no wind so we 
were flying longer.
 Now, while parks and recreation allows us to share 
this field with the soccer foundation, it is still a public 
park and the public (dog walkers, runners, and anyone 
generally looking for a shortcut) can be on the field. 
This particular Sunday, there were several folks out 
with their dogs, one in particular that thought it was a 
good idea to just stand in the landing pattern while his 
beloved pups “did their business.” He was told once 
while standing in the middle of the field that he had to 
move out of  harm’s.
 I was flying my E-flite Taylorcraft (my favorite), 
braving some inverted flying (at high altitude), doing 
rolls, loops, and generally having a lot of fun. I 
decided to work on some slow flying and circling at 
the far end of the field (far from this individual). 
Unfortunately, my concentration and focus suddenly 
shifted towards this him as I seemed to be more 
concerned about his safety than for what I had in the 
air. The thing was, I was nowhere near him but I saw 
out of the corner of my eye that another airplane was 
landing close to him.
 When I refocused my attention, my Taylorcraft was 
in a nose dive toward terra firma (Refer to the second 
rule of flying: “airspeed and altitude are your best 
friend,” and I had neither). This lapse of focus was an 
instinctive reaction to a situation and something I (we) 
should not allow to happen. Unfortunately, it cost me 
an airplane (fortunately, it was only an airplane).
 Losing focus, whether it is using a power saw, 
driving (that includes cell phone distractions), or 
anything that takes our attention from the job at hand, 
can have disastrous consequences. As for me, I picked 
up the remains of my beloved “T-Cart,” licking my 
wounds, and yes, I did get another Taylorcraft (Gorilla 
Glue couldn’t fix this one). 
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Creative Puns
by Temple Aero Modelers Radio Control Aircraft Club,
Temple TX 
• The roundest knight at King Arthur’s round table 

was Sir Cumference. He acquired his size from too 
much pi.

• A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra 
class because it was a weapon of  math disruption.

• No matter how much you push the envelope, it’ll 
still be stationery.

• A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was 
cited for littering.

• A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would 
result in Linoleum Blownapart.

• Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.

• Atheism is a non-prophet organization.

• A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken 
to a

• hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask 
how he was, a nurse said, “No change yet.”

• A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.

• The short fortune teller who escaped from prison 
was 

• small medium at large.

• The man who survived mustard gas and pepper 
spray is now a seasoned veteran.

If you have news or ideas for articles you would like to 
see, you can email me at jedweb@charter.net or call me at 

763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 
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